
F451 – Poetry 
 
White Out Poems  
 
Ask students if they know what a white out poem is…  
 
Hand out or project sections of Mary Ruefle’s A Little White Shadow white out poems so 
students get an idea of what it is, the process, and the final product of a white out poem. (Her 
poems can be found here:https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/48802/a-little-white-shadow  
 - Read through the handout 
Discussion of erasure as a concept  

- Discussion of removing things partially, completely, who gets to decide? What were 
some of the decisions Ruefle had to make when putting this together/ making these 
poems? 
- Why would she want to erase the original? (What was it?) And how is that different 
from burning the original (which still sits under the whiteout)? 

 
Some connections…  

- F451 is about a society that erases books and stories and connection/ relationships 
between individuals and their histories and futures (there’s a temporal element) 

- This style of poetry is trying to find the creative potential within an erasure 
- The original text always lives under the white out  
- The other side of why someone might want to erase a text is because they’re having a 

conversation or disagreement with the original text – there is a conversation with the 
original text and its intentions – Ruefle is intentional with her choice of text 

- How do we negotiate our frustrations or objections to certain texts but disagree with 
books being destroyed?  

 
Students get pages of the text Fahrenheit 451 that have been cut out from the book! 
 
(This process below will be on a handout) 
 
Process:  

1. Circle words and very short phrases (no more than 5 consecutive words) that stand out to 
you  

2.  Read the words in order – is this the poem you want? Feel free to make changes by 
circling words you missed the first time and erasing those you originally chose.  

3. White out all of the words around the ones you’ve decided to keep, watch as your poem 
emerges (*Do not white out the page number! We are putting this book back 
together!) 

4. Once poems are completed they can be read aloud in chronological order (by page #)   
 
 
Students are welcome to share their poems! (This is only for the brave of heart) 
 



Discussion of the experience of whiting out pages of F451… What was it like to do this? Were 
you reluctant? What was your relationship to F451 when you started? …When you finished your 
poem?  
	


