
F451 – Poetry 
 

Remix poems 
 
Discussion – what is a remix?  
Discuss this with students, think of examples such as music remixing or sampling; fusion foods; 
etc. Here, you are a DJ with literary texts (you are refixing / remixing) 
 
Each student will have  

- A text that they want to preserve (from their personal canon) that is already written (a 
previous homework assignment for today) 
- F451 
- Arson and Other Fires: https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-46/page-
90.html#docCont OR Fire fighter code of ethics: https://www.iafc.org/docs/default-
source/1efo/firefighter-code-of-ethics.pdf?sfvrsn=f861aa0d_0 

 
(This process below will be on a handout) 
 
Process:  

1. A.) Circle words and very short phrases (no more than 5 consecutive words) that 
stand out to you in each of the three texts. 
B.) IF you haven’t written out a story that is important to you, you must do this 
before you begin (obviously). If there’s a shortage of time, feel free to do a plot 
summary of this story that matters to you. This story can be personal: such as a family 
story or one from your childhood OR published: such as Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban. 

2. On a blank page, begin to order these chosen lines from the 3 texts however you 
want! Feel free to add a word here or there, maintaining the original language as 
much as possible. For instance, if your poem is written in the present tense and you’d 
like to keep it uniform, you can change “was” to “is”, or add an occasional word. 
(These poems are fundamentally different from the white out poems in that they 
include more than F451, they also include a legal document or firefighter’s code of 
conduct as well as a story that matters to you that you want to preserve.)  

3. Once your poem is on the page and complete, reread it a few times to make sure it is 
to your liking. Maybe you want to reorder some of the lines. Maybe you want to 
revisit one of the 3 original texts to pull a word to add to your poem. Maybe the poem 
is really done…Remember: A poem is done when you, the poet, decide it’s done. 
You decide what the final product will be! 

 
Students will write a 12-15-line poem using the three texts. (Lines can be taken out of sequence 
and grammar need not align; that’s up to the poet/participant.)  
 
Students are welcome to share their poems! (This is only for the brave of heart) 
 



Discussion of the experience of remixing, students as keepers of texts, preserving stories, being 
honest to memories, difference between text as a resource for creativity or text as something 
sacred that needs to be preserved in its original state. 
	
	


